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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Purpose of Public Meeting Summary Document   
The intent of this summary document is to provide a quick reference for the meeting materials and 
comments/responses that were a result of the public involvement meeting that was held on Monday December 16, 
2013. The public meeting was held to update the general public on the Henry County New Bridge Project and the 
selected Preferred Alternative for the new Maumee River Crossing. 
 
The following sections of this report include the materials associated with the meeting and comments/responses: 
 

1. Public Meeting Notice 
2. Press Release for Public Meeting 
3. Distribution & Postings of Meeting Notice 
4. Sign-In Sheets 
5. Summary of Comments & Dispositions 
6. Copies of Comment Sheets Received 
7. Photographs of Meeting 
8. Public Meeting Handout & Comment Sheet 
9. Public Meeting Formal Presentation 
10. Public Meeting Open House Exhibits 
11. Media Coverage/Articles 

 
The public meeting was held on Monday December 16, 2013 by the Henry County Engineer’s Office and Henry 
County Transportation Improvement District (TID) in the City of Napoleon, Ohio. Specific details of the meeting date, 
time frames, and location were: 
 
DATE: 
Monday December 16, 2013 
TIME: 
4:00PM - 6:00PM (Formal presentation from 5-5:30PM, remainder of meeting periods are Open House format) 
PLACE:  
Henry County Emergency Management Agency located at 1847 Oakwood Avenue in Napoleon, Ohio 43545 (within 
the Henry County Office Complex) 
 
Approximately 20 people participated in the public meeting with 18 officially signing the attendance sheets. A total of 
one (1) comment sheet was submitted at the meeting with no others being mailed in during the two week comment 
period. There were a couple of verbal comments at the meeting which are provided in this summary document. There 
was no controversy brought to the attention of the staff neither by attendees nor in the comments. The three issues 
that were discussed included: 
 

• Impacts of new river crossing on the existing Towpath Trail and how the trail will be accommodated; 
• Noise impacts to surrounding residential properties; 
• Driveway access impacts of adjacent property owners and how their access will be accommodated. 

The comments section of this summary document provides details on how comments were addressed. 
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1.0 PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE 
 
The Henry County Engineer’s Office/Transportation Improvement District (TID) coordinated the announcement and 
notifications of the public meeting that was held on December 16, 2013. The letter below was advertised in the local 
newspaper (Northwest Signal) and was emailed to key local businesses and properties in the vicinity of the project. 
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2.0 PRESS RELEASE FOR PUBLIC MEETING 
 
A public notice was advertised in the Northwest Signal (local newspaper) on Monday December 2, 2013 on page 15 
within the Classifieds as a public notice. This advertisement of the meeting was published two weeks in advance of 
the December 16, 2013 meeting. An image of the actual notice from the newspaper is shown below. 
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3.0 DISTRIBUTION & POSTINGS OF MEETING NOTICE 
 
The notice of the public meeting was advertised in the local newspaper (Northwest Signal) as displayed previously. In 
addition to the advertisement, a press release notice of the meeting was also provided to the following media: 
 

 Crescent-News (local newspaper in Defiance, Ohio); 
 WNDH radio station; 
 WTOL (Toledo TV station that covers local NW Ohio news); 
 Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT); 
 Local government departments and offices; 
 Key local properties/businesses that could be impacted by the project; 
 Meeting notice was posted on Henry County’s Facebook home page timeline (see screen capture below) 
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4.0 SIGN-IN SHEETS 
 
A copy of the sign-in sheet for the public meeting is provided on the following page. There were approximately 20 
attendees at the meeting, with 18 of them that officially signed in on the attendance sheet. 
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5.0 SUMMARY OF COMMENTS & DISPOSITIONS 
 

5.1 Submitted Comments 
A total of one (1) comment sheet was officially submitted for the public meeting. A summary of the comment 
and the response provided back to the submitter is shown below. The comment period following the meeting 
was for a two week period. 
 
 

 
 

5.2 Verbal Comments Noted at Meeting 
The exhibit below shows a summary of several comments that were noted at the meeting by the staff 
attending the meeting. A summary of the comment is provided, along with the responses provided. 
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6.0 COPIES OF COMMENT SHEETS RECEIVED 
 
A copy of the one (1) public comment that was received is found on the following page. 
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7.0 PHOTOGRAPHS OF MEETING 
 
Several photographs documenting the meeting are provided on the following page. 
  



 

1800 Indian Wood Circle, Maumee, Ohio 43537 
Tel: 419.891.2222    Fax: 419.891.1595 

Public Meeting Summary (HEN-New Bridge) 
Photo Page 1 

ODOT PID#: 22984 
 

  

Photo 1: Meeting Sign-In & Handouts Photo 2: Meeting Exhibits 

  

Photo 3: Meeting Layout Photo 4: Open House Portion of Meeting 

  

Photo 5: Open House Discussions Photo 6: Beginning of Formal Presentation 
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8.0 PUBLIC MEETING HANDOUT & COMMENT SHEET 
 
The handout and comment sheet that was distributed to those attending the meeting is provided within this section. 
Portions of the public meeting were an “Open House” format which allowed those attending to walk around and view 
exhibits and speak with local officials and engineering consultant staff to ask questions. 
  



Public Meeting 
Henry Co. New Bridge (PID-22984) Update Meeting 

Preferred Alternative for New Maumee River Crossing 
Monday December 16, 2013 (4:00 PM to 6:00 PM) 

Meeting Purpose: 
The purpose of the meeting today is for the Henry County Engineer’s Office to provide a project update for property 
owners/stakeholders and the general public on the New Maumee River Crossing project.  There have been on-going 
planning and project development efforts since 2002 with local governments working together to progress efforts for 
a New Maumee River Crossing in or near the City of Napoleon. In February 2004, a public meeting was held to seek 
input on several corridor alternatives for a new river crossing. The result of that meeting was recommendations to 
progress more analyses and review of two corridor alternatives involving an extension of Industrial Drive to the south 
to cross the Maumee River, and a corridor at extending Enterprise Drive (Road 12) to the south side of the river. The 
meeting today is intended to provide information on analyses conducted for the two alternative corridors, and to 
present to the public the preferred alternative and seek your input/comments. 
 
Meeting Format: 
The format of today’s meeting includes the following schedule: 
4:00 – 5:00 PM – Open House Format (walk around and visit exhibits) 
5:00 – 5:30 PM – Formal Presentation of Project Information 
5:30 – 6:00 PM – Open House Format and Comment Form 
 
There are several Information Stations setup around the room that you can visit and ask questions of the Henry 
County Engineer’s Office and Consultant staff. The table below describes information found at each station: 
Station Name Information Presented 

Welcome & Sign-In  • Sign-In Sheets & Meeting Handouts 
Study Area • Original Study Area; Original Conceptual Alternatives; and Refined Analyses of Potential Corridors 

Purpose & Need  • Purpose & Need Statement; Traffic Data Area; and Crash Analyses  
Refined Analyses of 
Potential Corridors  • Red Flags Analyses; Traffic & Capacity Analyses; Evaluation Matrix 

Preferred 
Alternative Corridor • Preferred Alternative Concept (Industrial Drive); Next Steps/Schedule 

Comments • Comment Box is Available for Submitting Comment Forms 
 
Preferred Alternative 
The Industrial Drive corridor was determined to be the Preferred Alternative for a New Maumee River Crossing. 
 
The preferred alternative has been refined based on further research. The preferred alternative is presented in 
concept on the backside of this page. 
 
For additional information or questions, please contact: 
Mr. Patrick M. McColley, P.E. 
Henry County Engineer's Office 
Email: pmccolley@henrycountyengineer.com 
Office: (419) 592-2976  

mailto:pmccolley@henrycountyengineer.com


Public Meeting 
Henry Co. New Bridge (PID-22984) Update Meeting 

Preferred Alternative for New Maumee River Crossing 
Monday December 16, 2013 (4:00 PM to 6:00 PM) 
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Public Meeting 
Henry Co. New Bridge (PID-22984) Update Meeting 

Preferred Alternative for New Maumee River Crossing 
Monday December 16, 2013 (4:00 PM to 6:00 PM) 

 

COMMENTS FORM: (Please return comments by December 30, 2013) 
If you would like to provide any additional comments on the project, please feel free to provide such below and 
submit in the comment box here at the meeting or mail back to address below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name: 
Contact Info (optional): 
 
 
Please submit comments here today in the Comment  Box, or mail back to the address below. 
Comments should be received by December 30, 2013. 
 
The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc. 
Attn: Patrick L. Etchie Phone (419) 891-2222 Fax (419) 891-1595 
1800 Indian Wood Circle 
Maumee, OH 43537 
petchie@manniksmithgroup.com 

mailto:petchie@manniksmithgroup.com
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9.0 PUBLIC MEETING FORMAL PRESENTATION 
 
In addition to the “Open House” portions of the meeting, there was a formal presentation with a question and answer 
session that occurred from 5:00–5:30 PM. This presentation was conducted using PowerPoint. A copy of the 
presentation is located on the pages within this section. 
  



Monday December 16, 2013 
Public Input Meeting 

 

4:00 – 5:00 PM (Open House) 
5:00 – 5:30 PM (Formal Presentation) 
5:30 – 6:00 PM (Open House / Comments) 
 
Local Contact: 
Patrick M. McColley, P.E. 
Henry County Engineer's Office 
pmccolley@henrycountyengineer.com  
Office: (419) 592-2976 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Henry Co. New Maumee River Crossing (PID-22984) 



PURPOSE OF MEETING 

 The purpose of the meeting today is to: 
 Present a summary of project history; 
 Provide a project update to property owners/stakeholders 

and the general public; 
 Present the Preferred Alternative (Industrial Dr. Corridor); 
 Provide anticipated project schedule; 
 Solicit public input/comments 



PROJECT HISTORY 
 2002 – Local officials met to discuss a new river crossing; 
 Mar 2003 – Planning stages to evaluate several corridors; 
 Feb 2004 – Public meeting held to seek input on corridors; 

 56% supported Industrial Dr. as new bridge location 
 34% supported Enterprise Ave. (Road 12) as new bridge location 

 Oct 2009 – Planning Study Report finalized; 
 2010 to 2011 – No funding for project, thus no progress during time frame; 
 2012 – Henry Co. Transportation Improvement District (TID) forms; 
 Oct 2012 – Henry Co. TID contracts Feasibility Study & update analyses; 
 Jan 2013 – Stakeholder workshop held; 
 Oct 2013 – Feasibility Study approved & Preferred Alt. recommended; 
 Dec 2013 – Today’s meeting to present Preferred Alternative / seek input 

 
 



PURPOSE & NEED FOR PROJECT 



ORIGINAL STUDY AREA 
 
 



STUDY AREA FOR FEASIBILITY STUDY 
 
 



COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL MAPPING 
 
 



CRASH HISTORY OF EXISTING KEY AREAS 



TRUCK ROUTE CHANGES IMPACTING AREA 



TRUCK ROUTE WITH NEW BRIDGE 



TRAFFIC VOLUMES OF CORRIDORS 



CORRIDOR EVALUATION MATRIX 



• Feasibility Study narrowed down the 
project to a preferred alternative 

• Preferred alternative is an extension 
of Industrial Drive southward across 
the Maumee River to connect to 
SR110 

PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE SELECTED 



EVALUATION OF CONCEPTUAL ALIGNMENTS 



ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE 



Henry Co. New Maumee River Crossing (PID-22984) 

QUESTIONS ? 
 Visit with us after the presentation and we can also 

answer your questions one-on-one; 
 Comment sheets being solicited: 
 Comment Box here at meeting to deposit comments, OR 
 Return comments as indicated on Comment Sheet 
 Please Return Comments by December 30, 2013. 

 Thank You for attending today’s meeting! 



 

THE MANNIK & SMITH GROUP, INC. 10-1 
HEN-New Bridge_PID-22984_PI-Mtg-SummaryDoc_12-16-2013.docx 

10.0 PUBLIC MEETING OPEN HOUSE EXHIBITS 
 
The “Open House” portion of the public meeting includes several informational booths (aka – stations) that were 
setup around the meeting room. Each station provided information on the project development process and history of 
the Henry County New Maumee River Crossing. A copy of the exhibits and information that was provided at each 
station is found on the pages within this section. 
  









Original Conceptual Alternative Corridors Considered 







Purpose & Need Statement 
 

During the Original Planning Study, City and County officials were involved in establishing the intended    purpose for 
the project. From this input, the following four issues were idenƟfied as major community goals for the project: 
 
1)  Provide a direct link between exisƟng industrial development areas on both sides of the Maumee River; 
2)  Improve access to future development areas, consistent with the Comprehensive Plan; 
3)  Improve connecƟvity within the community; 
4)  Reduce the traffic demands on downtown roadways, decrease congesƟon and enhance public safety. 
 
The Purpose & Need Statement for the project established the need elements for the transportaƟon soluƟon in the 
study area. For this project, the transportaƟon soluƟon for the study area should: 
 
1)  Improve traffic operaƟons on the SR 108 bridge and corridor; 
2)  Improve safety by decreasing crashes in the corridor; 
3)  Improve access to future and planned development areas on both sides of the Maumee River; 
4)  Support and ensure consistency with the local Comprehensive Plan.  





Comparison Statewide Rates for roadway sections are 1.45 MVM for SR108 and 1.40 MVM for SR110 and Riverview Avenue. 



Truck Routes Accessing South Side of River 















Next Steps/Schedule 
 

A public meeƟng will be held to present the results of the Feasibility Study recommended Preferred Alterna-
Ɵve to the public and solicit input on the recommendaƟon. The Feasibility Study will then be finalized and the 
project will move into preliminary engineering and environmental study. 
 
 
The anƟcipated schedule for key milestone dates of the project includes the following items: 
 
1)  FinalizaƟon of Feasibility Study & Preferred AlternaƟve Corridor – November 2013; 
2)  Public Involvement MeeƟng on Preferred AlternaƟve (December 16, 2013) 
3)  Environmental Document – May 2014 
4)  Detailed Design Completed* – June 2015; 
5)  ROW AcquisiƟon Finalized* – October 2015; 
6)  Final Plans SubmiƩed to Central Office* – October 2015; 
7)  Sale Date* – January 2016; 
8)  Start ConstrucƟon* – March 2016 

 
*These steps/phases are pending available funding. 
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11.0 MEDIA COVERAGE/ARTICLES 
 
In regards to actual media coverage during the conducting of the public meeting, both the Northwest Signal and the 
Crescent-News local newspapers were in attendance. Reporters were present for the majority of the meeting and 
also stayed after the formal presentation to interview staff and ask questions for their articles. Articles appeared in 
each newspaper and are provided on the next two pages. 
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