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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Purpose of Public Meeting Summary Document

The intent of this summary document is to provide a quick reference for the meeting materials and
comments/responses that were a result of the public involvement meeting that was held on Monday December 16,
2013. The public meeting was held to update the general public on the Henry County New Bridge Project and the
selected Preferred Alternative for the new Maumee River Crossing.

The following sections of this report include the materials associated with the meeting and comments/responses:

Public Meeting Notice

Press Release for Public Meeting
Distribution & Postings of Meeting Notice
Sign-In Sheets

Summary of Comments & Dispositions
Copies of Comment Sheets Received
Photographs of Meeting

Public Meeting Handout & Comment Sheet
Public Meeting Formal Presentation

10 Public Meeting Open House Exhibits

11. Media Coverage/Articles

© o N O W

The public meeting was held on Monday December 16, 2013 by the Henry County Engineer's Office and Henry
County Transportation Improvement District (TID) in the City of Napoleon, Ohio. Specific details of the meeting date,
time frames, and location were:

DATE:

Monday December 16, 2013

TIME:

4:00PM - 6:00PM (Formal presentation from 5-5:30PM, remainder of meeting periods are Open House format)
PLACE:

Henry County Emergency Management Agency located at 1847 Oakwood Avenue in Napoleon, Ohio 43545 (within
the Henry County Office Complex)

Approximately 20 people participated in the public meeting with 18 officially signing the attendance sheets. A total of
one (1) comment sheet was submitted at the meeting with no others being mailed in during the two week comment
period. There were a couple of verbal comments at the meeting which are provided in this summary document. There
was no controversy brought to the attention of the staff neither by attendees nor in the comments. The three issues
that were discussed included:

o Impacts of new river crossing on the existing Towpath Trail and how the trail will be accommodated,;
o Noise impacts to surrounding residential properties;
e Driveway access impacts of adjacent property owners and how their access will be accommodated.

The comments section of this summary document provides details on how comments were addressed.
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1.0 PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

The Henry County Engineer’s Office/Transportation Improvement District (TID) coordinated the announcement and
notifications of the public meeting that was held on December 16, 2013. The letter below was advertised in the local
newspaper (Northwest Signal) and was emailed to key local businesses and properties in the vicinity of the project.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The Henry County Engineer’s Office will be having a public information meeting for the Henry County New Maumee
River Crassing project The meeting is being held on Monday December 16, 2013 from 4:00-6:00PM at the Henry
County Emergency Management Agency located at 1847 Oakwood Avenue in Napoleon, Ohio 43545 (within the
Henry County Office Complex).

The meeting will be an Open House format from 4-5PM; with a Formal Presentation from 5-5:30PM; followed by an
additional Open House format fram 5:30-6PM where attendees can visit with project staff at various stations to ask
specific questions and to also provide inputon comment sheets that can be submitted.

This nofice is to advise the public in advance of a meeting that has been scheduled in an effort to provide ongoing
information aboutthis project. Specifically, we will be providing an update on the project. The purpose of this meeting
is provide information on the Recommended Preferred Alternative for a proposed new bridge crossing the Maumee
River near Napoleon, Ohio. Information from a recent Feasibility Study will be presented, as well as preliminary
information used to select the preferred alternative, along with an anticipated schedule for the project.

Should you have any questions prior fo the meeting, please contact:

Patrick M. McCalley, P.E.

Henry County Engineer's Office

Ermail: pmccolley@henrycountyengineer.com
Office: (419) 592-2976

THE MANNIK & SMITH GROUP, INC. 11
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2.0 PRESS RELEASE FOR PUBLIC MEETING

A public notice was advertised in the Northwest Signal (local newspaper) on Monday December 2, 2013 on page 15
within the Classifieds as a public notice. This advertisement of the meeting was published two weeks in advance of
the December 16, 2013 meeting. An image of the actual notice from the newspaper is shown below.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

The Henry County Transportation Improvement District will be
hosting a public information meating for the Hanry County
New Maumee River Crossing project. The meeting is being
hald on Monday December 16, 2013 from 4:00-6:00PM at the
Henry County Emergency Management Agency located at
1847 Oakwood Avenue in Napoleon, Ohio 43545 (within the
Henry County Office Complex).

Tha meeting will be an Open House format from 4-5PM; with
a Formal Presentation from 5-5:30PM; followed by an addi-
tional Open House format from 5:30-6PM whaere attendees
canh visit with project staff at various stations to ask specific
questions and to also provide input on commant sheets that
can be submitted.

This notice is to advise the public in advance of a meeting that
has been schaduled in an effort to provide ongoing informa-
tion about this project. Spacifically, we will be providing an up-
date on the project. The purpose of this meeting is to provide
information on the Recommended Preferred Alternative for a
proposed new bridge crossing the Maumee River near
Napoleon, Ohio. Information from a recent Feasibility Study
will be presented, as well as preliminary information used to
salact the preferrad altermnative, along with an anticipated
schedule for the project.

Should you have any questions or comments prior to the
meeting, please contact:

Patrick M. McCollay, P.E.

Hanry County Enginaer's Office

Email: pmeccolley @henrycountyengineer.com
Cffico: (419} 592-2976
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3.0 DISTRIBUTION & POSTINGS OF MEETING NOTICE

The notice of the public meeting was advertised in the local newspaper (Northwest Signal) as displayed previously. In
addition to the advertisement, a press release notice of the meeting was also provided to the following media:

e Crescent-News (local newspaper in Defiance, Ohio);

o \WNDH radio station;

e WTOL (Toledo TV station that covers local NW Ohio news);

o  Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT);

e Local government departments and offices;

e Key local properties/businesses that could be impacted by the project;

e Meeting notice was posted on Henry County’s Facebook home page timeline (see screen capture below)
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4.0 SIGN-IN SHEETS

A copy of the sign-in sheet for the public meeting is provided on the following page. There were approximately 20
attendees at the meeting, with 18 of them that officially signed in on the attendance sheet.
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HEN-New Bridge (PID-22984) Update Meeting for Preferred Alternative — Sign-In Sheet

December 16, 2013 (4:00 PM to 6:00 PM) Henry County Emergency Management Agency, 1847 Oakwood Avenue, Napoleon, Ohio 43545
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5.0 SUMMARY OF COMMENTS & DISPOSITIONS

5.1 Submitted Comments

A total of one (1) comment sheet was officially submitted for the public meeting. A summary of the comment
and the response provided back to the submitter is shown below. The comment period following the meeting
was for a two week period.

Summary of Comments Submitted & Dispositions

Name Phone Address Comments Comment Disposition
1{Concern about disrupting the Towpath Trail. The Response to comment via email:
Towpath Trailis a County Trail (Miami & Erie Towpath |Dear Mr. Krueger,
Trail), a State Trail (Buckeye Trail), and a National | would like to thank you for your comment submitted at the
Trail (North Country National Scenic Trail). Would like |Henry County New Bridge Update Meeting that was held back
to see some way to maintain the trail or somewhat on December 16, 2013 at the Henry County Emergency
reroute the trail towards the river and under the Management Facility. Your comment in regards to having the
bridgefroad to not have to cross at-grade. preference to maintain the Towpath Trail as not having to
cross through the new roadway/bridge facility via at-grade,
Joseph Henry Co. butinstead to reroute the trail under the bridge or closerto the
Krueger (419) 599-1224 Park District river has been officially documented as part of the design
jkrueger@bright.net process. Your comment will be taken into consideration as the
project moves more into the design process. | have attached
a scanned copy of your comment in case you wanted a copy
of it for your files or to refresh your memory.
Again, thank you for attending the meeting and submitting a
comment about the Towpath Trail, it is greatly appreciated. If
you should have any questions in the future, please feel free
to contact either the Henry County Engineer's Office or
myself.
5.2 Verbal Comments Noted at Meeting
The exhibit below shows a summary of several comments that were noted at the meeting by the staff
attending the meeting. A summary of the comment is provided, along with the responses provided.
Yerbal Comments Noted at Meeting
1| Comment: Several residents concerned sbout added noise from increased truck traffic.

Response by staff was that the next phase of the project will conduct noise studies to determine increased noise impacts and possible
mitigations if found to be an issus.

[

Comment: One resident nearthe proposed new bridge crossing was asking how his drive access would be impacted.
Response by staff was that the upcoming detailed design phase would determine alignments and impacts to any existing access paints
and how they would be accommodated in the project.
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6.0 COPIES OF COMMENT SHEETS RECEIVED

A copy of the one (1) public comment that was received is found on the following page.
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Public Meeting
Henry Co. New Bridge (PID-22984) Update Meeting
Preferred Alternative for New Maumee River Crossing
Monday December 16, 2013 (4:00 PM to 6:00 PM)

COMMENTS FORM: (Please return comments by December 30, 2013)

If you would like to provide any additional comments on the project, please feel free to provide such below and
submit in the comment box here at the meeting or mail back to address below:
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Please submit comments here today in the Comment Box, or mail back to the address below.
Comments should be received by December 30, 2013.

The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc.

Attn: Patrick L. Etchie Phone (419) 891-2222 Fax (419) 891-1595
1800 Indian Wood Circle

Maumee, OH 43537

petchie @ manniksmithgroup.com




7.0 PHOTOGRAPHS OF MEETING

Several photographs documenting the meeting are provided on the following page.
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8.0 PUBLIC MEETING HANDOUT & COMMENT SHEET

The handout and comment sheet that was distributed to those attending the meeting is provided within this section.
Portions of the public meeting were an “Open House” format which allowed those attending to walk around and view
exhibits and speak with local officials and engineering consultant staff to ask questions.
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Public Meeting
Henry Co. New Bridge (PID-22984) Update Meeting
Preferred Alternative for New Maumee River Crossing
Monday December 16, 2013 (4:00 PM to 6:00 PM)

Meeting Purpose:

The purpose of the meeting today is for the Henry County Engineer's Office to provide a project update for property
owners/stakeholders and the general public on the New Maumee River Crossing project. There have been on-going
planning and project development efforts since 2002 with local governments working together to progress efforts for
a New Maumee River Crossing in or near the City of Napoleon. In February 2004, a public meeting was held to seek
input on several corridor alternatives for a new river crossing. The result of that meeting was recommendations to
progress more analyses and review of two corridor alternatives involving an extension of Industrial Drive to the south
to cross the Maumee River, and a corridor at extending Enterprise Drive (Road 12) to the south side of the river. The
meeting today is intended to provide information on analyses conducted for the two alternative corridors, and to
present to the public the preferred alternative and seek your input/comments.

Meeting Format:
The format of today’s meeting includes the following schedule:

4:00 - 5:00 PM — Open House Format (walk around and visit exhibits)
5:00 - 5:30 PM - Formal Presentation of Project Information
5:30 - 6:00 PM - Open House Format and Comment Form

There are several Information Stations setup around the room that you can visit and ask questions of the Henry
County Engineer’s Office and Consultant staff. The table below describes information found at each station:

Station Name Information Presented

Welcome & Sign-In

Sign-In Sheets & Meeting Handouts

Study Area

Original Study Area; Original Conceptual Alternatives; and Refined Analyses of Potential Corridors

Purpose & Need

Purpose & Need Statement; Traffic Data Area; and Crash Analyses

Refined Analyses of
Potential Corridors

Red Flags Analyses; Traffic & Capacity Analyses; Evaluation Matrix

Preferred , L
Alternative Corridor Preferred Alternative Concept (Industrial Drive); Next Steps/Schedule
Comments e  Comment Box is Available for Submitting Comment Forms

Preferred Alternative
The Industrial Drive corridor was determined to be the Preferred Alternative for a New Maumee River Crossing.

The preferred alternative has been refined based on further research. The preferred alternative is presented in
concept on the backside of this page.

For additional information or guestions, please contact:
Mr. Patrick M. McColley, P.E.

Henry County Engineer's Office

Email: pmccolley@henrycountyengineer.com

Office: (419) 592-2976
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Public Meeting
Henry Co. New Bridge (PID-22984) Update Meeting
Preferred Alternative for New Maumee River Crossing
Monday December 16, 2013 (4:00 PM to 6:00 PM)

Preferred Alternative (Industrial Drive) — DRAFT Conceptual New River Crossing




Public Meeting
Henry Co. New Bridge (PID-22984) Update Meeting
Preferred Alternative for New Maumee River Crossing
Monday December 16, 2013 (4:00 PM to 6:00 PM)

COMMENTS FORM: (Please return comments by December 30, 2013)

If you would like to provide any additional comments on the project, please feel free to provide such below and
submit in the comment box here at the meeting or mail back to address below:

Name:

Contact Info (optional):

Please submit comments here today in the Comment Box, or mail back to the address below.
Comments should be received by December 30, 2013.

The Mannik & Smith Group, Inc.

Attn: Patrick L. Etchie Phone (419) 891-2222 Fax (419) 891-1595
1800 Indian Wood Circle

Maumee, OH 43537

petchie@manniksmithgroup.com



mailto:petchie@manniksmithgroup.com

9.0 PUBLIC MEETING FORMAL PRESENTATION

In addition to the “Open House” portions of the meeting, there was a formal presentation with a question and answer
session that occurred from 5:00-5:30 PM. This presentation was conducted using PowerPoint. A copy of the
presentation is located on the pages within this section.
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Henry Co. New Maumee River Crossmg (PID 22984)
Monday December 16, 2013
Public Input Meeting

4:00 - 5:00 PM (Open House)
5:00 — 5:30 PM (Formal Presentation)
5:30 - 6:00 PM (Open House / Comments)

Local Contact:

Patrick M. McCaolley, P.E.
Henry County Engineer's Office

pmccolley@henrycountyengineer.com
Office: (419) 592-2976




PURPOSE OF MEETING

» The purpose of the meeting today Is to:
= Present a summary of project history;
= Provide a project update to property owners/stakeholders
and the general public;
= Present the Preferred Alternative (Industrial Dr. Corridor);
= Provide anticipated project schedule;
= Solicit public input/comments




PROJECT HISTORY

2002 - Local officials met to discuss a new river crossing;
Mar 2003 — Planning stages to evaluate several corridors;
Feb 2004 — Public meeting held to seek input on corridors;

= 56% supported Industrial Dr. as new bridge location

= 34% supported Enterprise Ave. (Road 12) as new bridge location
Oct 2009 - Planning Study Report finalized;
2010 to 2011 — No funding for project, thus no progress during time frame;
2012 — Henry Co. Transportation Improvement District (TID) forms;
Oct 2012 — Henry Co. TID contracts Feasibility Study & update analyses;
Jan 2013 - Stakeholder workshop held;
Oct 2013 - Feasibility Study approved & Preferred Alt. recommended:;

—_Dec 2013 - Today's meeting to present Preferred Alternative / seek input




PURPOSE & NEED FOR PROJECT

During the Original Planning Study, City and County officials were involved in establishing the intended purpose for
the project. From this input, the following four issues were identified as major community goals for the project:

1) Provide a direct link between existing industrial development areas on both sides of the Maumee River;

)

2)

3) Improve connectivity within the community;

4) Reduce the traffic demands on downtown roadways, decrease congestion and enhance public safety.

Improve access to future development areas, consistent with the Comprehensive Plan;

The Purpose & Need Statement for the project established the need elements for the transportation solution in the
study area. For this project, the transportation solution for the study area should:

Improve traffic operations on the SR 108 bridge and corridor;

Improve safety by decreasing crashes in the corridor;

Improve access to future and planned development areas on both sides of the Maumee River;
Support and ensure consistency with the local Comprehensive Plan.
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ORIGINAL STUDY AREA
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STUDY AREA FOR FEASIBILITY STUDY
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COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL MAPPING
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CRASH HISTORY OF EXISTING KEY AREAS

SR 108 from Clinton St to S. Corp. Limit
| Tofal | 9 | O56MEV
| 210 | 8 | NA |
2012 | 6 | NA 00 2012 | 11 | 2 NA |
| Total | 24 | 163MEV |  Total | 22 | 402MVM _
MEV indicates average number of crashes per million

vehicles entering the intersection. 3-Year Rate
2010 N/A
MVM indicates average number of crashes per million
vehicle miles traveled through the section of roadway. 2012 =) N/A
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TRUCK ROUTE CHANGES IMPACTING AREA
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TRUCK ROUTE WITH NEW BRIDGE
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CORRIDOR EVALUATION MATRIX
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PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE SELECTED

+ Feasibility Study narrowed down the [E=5 =
project to a preferred alternative
* Preferred alternative is an extension ' "

of Industrial Drive southward across
the Maumee River to connect to

SR110




EVALUATION OF CONCEPTUAL ALIGNMENTS
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ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE

Next Steps/Schedule

A public meeting will be held to present the results of the Feasibility Study recommended Preferred Alterna-
tive to the public and solicit input on the recommendation. The Feasibility Study will then be finalized and the
project will move into preliminary engineering and environmental study.

The anticipated schedule for key milestone dates of the project includes the following items:

Finalization of Feasibility Study & Preferred Alternative Corridor — November 2013;
Public Involvement Meeting on Preferred Alternative (December 16, 2013)
Environmental Document — May 2014

Detailed Design Completed® — June 2015;

ROW Acquisition Finalized® — October 2015;

Final Plans Submitted to Central Office* — October 2015;

Sale Date* — January 2016;

Start Construction® — March 2016

Smith
GROUP
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Henry Co. New Maumee River Crossing (PID-22984)

QUESTIONS ?

« Visit with us after the presentation and we can also
answer your questions one-on-one;
» Comment sheets being solicited:
= Comment Box here at meeting to deposit comments, OR

= Return comments as indicated on Comment Sheet
= Please Return Comments by December 30, 2013.

.Thank You for attending today’s meeting'

—— —:'h"“'u-._.__‘_._




10.0  PUBLIC MEETING OPEN HOUSE EXHIBITS

The “Open House” portion of the public meeting includes several informational booths (aka — stations) that were
setup around the meeting room. Each station provided information on the project development process and history of
the Henry County New Maumee River Crossing. A copy of the exhibits and information that was provided at each
station is found on the pages within this section.
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Purpose & Need Statement

During the Original Planning Study, City and County officials were involved in establishing the intended purpose for
the project. From this input, the following four issues were identified as major community goals for the project:

1) Provide a direct link between existing industrial development areas on both sides of the Maumee River;
2) Improve access to future development areas, consistent with the Comprehensive Plan;

3) Improve connectivity within the community;
4) Reduce the traffic demands on downtown roadways, decrease congestion and enhance public safety.

The Purpose & Need Statement for the project established the need elements for the transportation solution in the
study area. For this project, the transportation solution for the study area should:

1) Improve traffic operations on the SR 108 bridge and corridor;

2) Improve safety by decreasing crashes in the corridor;
3) Improve access to future and planned development areas on both sides of the Maumee River;

4) Support and ensure consistency with the local Comprehensive Plan.



Approximate Traffic Data Area

L)



Primary Intersections Key Roadway Sections

Riverview Ave. & SR 108 (Perry St. SR 108 from Clinton St. to S. Corp. Limit
3-Year Rate 3-Year Rate
2010 -— 2010 32 | NA

2012 2012 19
“-EME- AT

SR 110 (Maumee Ave.) & SR 108 (Perry St.

Riverview Ave. from Perry St. o Road 12

3Year Rate

N/A

N/A

N/A

MEV Indicates average number of crashes per million
vehicles entering the Intersection.

MVM indicates average number of crashes per million
vehicle miles traveled through the section of roaaway.

SR 110 from SR 108 (Perry St) to

4.02 MVM

Road 12

e T

—=—+
2011 \/A
Total 0.91 MVM

Comparison Statewide Rates for roadway sections are 1.45 MVM for SR108 and 1.40 MVM for SR110 and Riverview Avenue.
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ESA Site Description

4 -Site #6, Rettig, Todd A., Custodian, Route 424 (rear), N R 8 s e : Ay :
located between the former Miami-Erie Canal and the Maumee River; TGRSO el (e e W B S R e T A Bat Tree
-Site #8, Rettig, Todd A., State Route 424, -y aciie. Poie S e Wocaly R A R A Pl P8
located between the former Miami-Erie Canal and the Maumee River. i A I S N ESPT TP ICGy Py e e, A " ,

1 -Site # 11, Campbell’s Soup Supply Company., State Route 110 and County Road 12 fe ™ #in. / AN E B L % b i i T SR IR e 2 P T s s Delineated Wetland
«Site # 15, RDD, LTD., 1675 Industrial Drive ' - \ _
-Site # 41, City of Napoleon., Substation located on CR 12 / Enterprise Ave; and s - 100 Year Flood Zone
«Site # 43, Imperial Clevite, Inc., 11-800 SR 424 R

o  Sample Plot
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EvalwdwnnCrisra

Improw & Trafhc O parationg on SR103
Eridga & Corridor

No-Buikd & tarndive

No Baneft - Traffic on existing brdge is curremtly at
LOSD, and & projeded to be borderline LOS D/E in 2055 if
n o ofh er nuer crossing is constructed nearby,

Buikd A barmat ve - Industrial Drve RvarCroseing Corrdor

Subetant@! Banaft - This location provides most draw of traffi from the
existing SR105 brdge, Improves existng bnde t LOS C in 2015 and

reduces delays n 2035, Industrial Drive bndge operates at LOS C through
desn year 20 35.

Buikd aterndive- Enterpree dvenws (Road 12) ReerCreeging Corridor

Some Beneft - This location dRuws some treffic from the exdsting SR106
brdge, but not as much as Industial Dnve. Enterprise Swnue [Road 12)
pperates atLOS C through desyn year 2035,

Comments

NoBuld does not satsfy P&N Element Industel Drive
satisfies PEN Element the bestofthe two buiM atternatves as
it draws mostraffic from existing bnd ge.

Improve S3kty by Dacrea@ing Craghea
ontha Corrdaor

No Beneft - The No-Build would not reduce taffic and
congestion on existing corndors.

Sutetamt@l Baneft - Draws most tuck and vehkular taffic off &Xsting
bridge and corndors leading to the bndge, which wil reduce aash frequency
dueto buertraffic &congestion,

Some Beneft - Draws some traffic from existing bridge and comidors leadnq
to bridqe, but not as much as Industnal Drve b cation. Also requires traffic to

neqotite on local ads since no direct accessto US 65 24 nterchanqge like
Industrial Drive Comor.

NoBuld does not satsfy PSEN Element Industrial Drive
sabisfies PSN Element the best, as it reduces traffic the most

on existing ovmors which vill reduce crash frequencies and
enhance safety,

Improve Acceesto Future and Planned
Davel pment on Both Sides of

Maumes Ryar

NO Banaft = The No-Build does not provide a link betueen
Future and Planned Devebpment Areas on both sides of

the rwer.

Sutetamt@! Banaft - This isthe most direct oonnection between SFE110
south of the nver and ndustral devekpments on both sMes of Industrial

D rive, which alse connects to interchange.

Sutetant@l Baneft - Connects industrial developments on both sides of the
nver. However, i location is notas a directink a s Indu stral Drive location.

NoBuld does not satsfy P&N Element, Both Indu stnal D nve
and Emte prise Quenu e provide sub stantial b enefit

Purpoes and Need E lemants

Conaetency wih Local
Compeehenaive PEme

No ConeBtency - The No-Build does not satisfy local
Comprehensive Plans as it does not proude a new ryer

Crossngto connectdevelopment areas.

Sutetamta! Congigtancy - This is the prefered location per bcal plans
and qovernment officials as it proui es the most benefit as t provides most
drect connection betusen future development areas on both sides of the
riverand the UsS 6224 imerchang 2

Patemt@| Impacts - Further f: M studies needed to determne presence of

Some ConaBtancy - Thi location does prowde a new nuer crossing as ated
n the Comprehensive Plan, houever t does not provide best connedin to
developed areas and does not provde direct Ink to the US 624 nterchange
ike th e Ind ustnal D nve cordordoes.

Potemt@! Impacts - Further fie il studk s needéed to determine presence of

NoBuld does not satsfy PSN Element; Industial Drive isthe
actual recommended bcation in the local Comprehensive
Plan.

No mpacts from No-BuiM; Potential impacts from both of the

FEMA 1004year Fiood P@in

Endangersd & Threadened Species

No Impde -3ince this & NoBuid Option.

No Impacts -Since this & NoGuiM Option.

Patent@l Impacts - Project coud impact the 100-Yr. Rood Plain, howsver
brAdge span may allow avoidano: of im pacts.

Patent@! Impacte - There are pobe mbial thre atene dfen dan gered mussels in
river and possble Indiana Bat habiat Mussel sumey would be needed to
determine ¥ present &relocatnns require d.

Ukely Impade - Project Ikely impacts the 100-¥r. Fhod PR as them is
unavoidable area on south side of the nver.

Patemt@l Impde - There are potemtial threateneddndanqered musseks in
nuer and possble Indiana Bat habiat Mussel sumey would be needed to
determine ¥ present & F o, relocations required.

el Ll R VaiRR —CRecths S ReU Dpl archaeological skes and evaluate projectimpa cts. archa eological sites and evaluate projectimp acts. buid abe matives.
= S ; : : B : . Likaly Impacts - Project §kely mpacts a public park found on nohem banks | No mpacts from No-Buid; Potential impacts flom both of the

Parkar{f) No Impacte -3Since this & No-B uik Option. Patent@l Impacts - Project couM mpact the Bu ke ye Trail. o Tiler tat could be df. < well as Buckeye Tral. b2 be mativh s:
Parmiand Impacts No Impade -Since this & No-BuiM Option. Likaty Impadte - Famind on south sk e of fuer likely impacte d. Likely Impacts - Farm&nd on south side of nuer §kely impa de d. 0 SIPEGE TO: NAIL P AT DI T R

buid abematives,

No mpacts from No-Buid; Potential impacts from both of the
buid abematives,

No mpacts from No-Buid; Potential impacts from both of the
buid abematives,

fee)
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&
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w
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E
E
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Bco lgical Reao urcsd

No Impacte -Since this & No-Buid Option.

Likely Impacte - any alignment n the oo midor wou M involue in-stream work
that would require @ Section d0d permit from USACE, a Section 401 Wnter

Qualty Certcation from Ohio EPS, and Seanic River coordination uith
ODNR. Two small wetlands also found within the comior that may be

im pacted.

Likely Impadta - 2ay algnment in the comidor wouM nwhle n-stream unrk
that wouM require a Secton d40d permit from USACE, a Section 401 Water

Quality Certification from Ohio EP &, and Scenic R wercoondinaton wikh ODNR.
& potential requiated dich & also found within the comidor along the we stern

qde ofthe corndor.

No impacts from No-Build; Likel impacts from both build

alternatives qiven the scope of the project involving n-stream
work and newbAdge construction.

Environmantal
Ste sageas mante

Connectwiyto Hhway Syetem

‘No Impds - Since this & NoBuik Option.

No Improvement - The NoBuid does not enhance
highuey connection s

Patemt@a! Impacts - There are two small potential ESA stes (% & &)
located betue en the forme r Mami-Erie Canal and the R ner,

Subetant@l Bameft - Prouvides diredt connedhbn to the US 624
interchange wa Industrial Drive Comd or.

Patemt@l Impacte - There & a large potental ESA ate (#11) wihin the
oo MM or assocated with the Campb elfs Soup facility.

Some Banaft - ProuMes some beneft in connectivity, however ther is no
direct access to US 6224 as Executve penue does not hawve imerchange and

several local road Swoud be usedto access US 624,

No mpacts from No-Buil; Potential im pacts from both of the
buid akematives,

No-Buld provides no improvement whik the Industral Drie
Comidor provides a substamtial benefit quen the direct

conn ection to the US 6/24 inte rchange.

Reduce Downtown Traffic Congsation

Negawe Impact - The No-Build does nothing to reduce
conqgestion and enhance safety, and no action uill actualy

Subetant@| Benefit - Provides &rge stcapture of truck and vehku Br traf:
from the exsting SR 105 Bridge and improves exiting bridge LOS on

Some Bapaft - Provides some benefit in @pturing traffic from the exidng
SFi 108 Bridge; however the lack of direct acoess to US 624 does not allow for

NoBuld provides megative impact as mo adion will actualy
deqrade as traffic qrous; Industral Dnve provides sub stantal

- Entanca Safeat i . - 2 : .
"é oy J deqrade o) ndiions furth erin future. OpeningDayto a LOS C. as much of capture d traffic as Industra | Drwe. be nefitin reduang delaysraffic.
x Enhancas Emergency Reepomeand | No Improvement — The NoBuid does not enhance | Some Banaft - Proudes some beneft to enhancing emergency responses | Some Banaft - Provides some benefitto enhancing emergency responses | No-Buid provides no improvement both buik attematives
x HoB pial Accaes emergency response and hospial acoess and hospial access, espe dally i existng bridge bh cked., and hospial access, especialy if existng bridge b cke d. provide some be nefit
=
=] . . - » ) " .
E . Impacte - The No-Build does not mpact propemies as L'ke." .lmpad.s S ORorL R Teciity, and wil CALPR: prop ety : e : . e No impad flom No-Buid; Impacts to properties ulll occur as
= Rignt-ofivay and Propaty Impde ! : o iad il il b s acquistion. TN alternatie may require a total take of a residentel parce| | Ukely Impacts - Comdor & new faciity, and wil re quire propety acqu Eition. 543 bt S et ol
& no Right-ofWay is need ed. Bbue te  prapert owner has indicated desireth Se) roadway is a newdaciity on new alynment
Subetant@l Banaft - Provies diredt ink of south side of nuer at SR 110 : - : : No-Buid wll lead to higher tran s ortation costs to businesses
g : : . . . ’ me Bansft - Provides connection of deveéloped areas on so We of nuer . TR g .
B o B e BT it Bo R Neqawe Impadte - The NoBuid does not enhance | nomhuend tothe US 6224 imterchang e and corndors. This provides maxmum ;0 moseaeone;o th rs'i)de SE Ty ‘g:?s aor:eneiaﬁuepn::teuei do esl:l:'tfnue dirl:::t and public as taffic conqestion ncreases Industial Drive
P highuey connection s. trenspotation benefit for Campbelfs Soup facilty and other existing ik o 40 11 €150 Ite IChaT e.an g CoA o would provide substantial benefit guen dired Ink to US 6224
industial sites and fiture development areas. J ) imerchang & and traffic re ductions.
Enterpnse Awenue atternative 15 considerably higher cost than
‘e gt ; e e Industial Drive akemative due to a SqnFcantly longer propct
- Cosgte No Cogte forthis is a No-Buil Option $ 150 Million $194 Million length and a substanial costto relocate an existing ek ctic
= transmission line overthe Maume & Fer.
£ Modsrate Constuctabilty Beuse - Maumee River is typically kss than | Modsrabs Constructabilty Bause - Maumes River is typically less than 10
S 10 deep at this locaton; minor utlity mpacts; barqes ull be required to | deep at this location; major pouwser utifty relocation over rver, barges wil be | Enterprise Suenue Stemative somewhat more complex to
o Const ruciabilty ‘No Conetructabilty Beuse asthis is a No-Build Option constuct bridge; borrow for embankments close to site; no fil required in | required to constuct brdge; bomow for embankments close to Ste; no il | budd due to longer brdge and major power utiity relocation
river, wel established brifge & road construction methods required; MOT | required in river;, well establshed bridge &road construction meth ods required; | over Aver required.
Wil require on e4way rafic maimtenance MOT uall require o ne-uay trefic mainten ance
Legand

Provides Substantial Be nefit R elative to Purpose and Need and for
Wl Not Ne gatively Imp act Enviro nme mtal R esource

Provides Some Benefit Felative to Purpose and Need and or
Has Potential to Negative iy Impact Environmental Resource

Provides No Benefit Fi elative to Purpose and Need andior
WA Likely Neqative Impactto Envronmental Resource
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Next Steps/Schedule

A public meeting will be held to present the results of the Feasibility Study recommended Preferred Alterna-
tive to the public and solicit input on the recommendation. The Feasibility Study will then be finalized and the
project will move into preliminary engineering and environmental study.

The anticipated schedule for key milestone dates of the project includes the following items:

1) Finalization of Feasibility Study & Preferred Alternative Corridor — November 2013;
2) Public Involvement Meeting on Preferred Alternative (December 16, 2013)

3) Environmental Document — May 2014

4) Detailed Design Completed™ —June 2015;

5) ROW Acquisition Finalized* — October 2015;

6) Final Plans Submitted to Central Office* — October 2015;

7) Sale Date™ — January 2016;

8) Start Construction®™ — March 2016

*These steps/phases are pending available funding.






11.0  MEDIA COVERAGE/ARTICLES

In regards to actual media coverage during the conducting of the public meeting, both the Northwest Signal and the
Crescent-News local newspapers were in attendance. Reporters were present for the majority of the meeting and
also stayed after the formal presentation to interview staff and ask questions for their articles. Articles appeared in
each newspaper and are provided on the next two pages.
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By JEN LAZENBY
NWS Asst. Editor

A public meeting was held
Monday evening to receive
feedback on the preferred alter-
native for a new Maumee River
bridge in Napoleon,

The planning for a second
nver bridge in the city began in
2002 and a public meeting was
'held in 2004 to seek public
input on four potential locations
for the new bridge. Based on
the input from that meeting, two
of those options were explored
further - extending Industrial
Drive to the south to cross the
tiver and connect at State Route
110 and extending Enterprise
Drive (Road 12) to the south
side of the river. The Industrial
Drive corridor has since
determined as the preferred
route for the proposed bridge,

proposed project.

www.northwestsignal.net

long to buld a new brid

| UESUAY, DECEMBER 17, 2013

and the meeting on Monday
was held to receive public com-
ments on that route.

Patrick Etchie, chief plan-
ner/grant strategist for the
Mannik Smith Group, present-
ed an overview of the project

and explained the original dis-

cussions in 2002 centered on
having a second bridge built
before the State Rou e 108
bridge was demolished and
rebuilt.

However, Henry County |

Engineer Tim Schumm said
there wasn’t enough time.

“Bssentially, the (Rte.) 108 |
ndi-

bridge was in such poor
tion t

The project slowed after

See BRIDGE on page 2

Photo by JEN LAZENBY

A public meeting was held Monday evening to receive input the
preferred alternative route for a second Maumee River Bridge
in Napoleon. The proposed route is Industrial Drive to State
Route 110. Above, Randy Puckett (left), manager of services
and utilities at the Campbell Soup
McColley of the Henry County En

Supply Co., and Pat

- couldn’t wait ﬂm

~

Bridge——

Continued from page 1

that, although planning efforts
continued through approxi-
mately 2010, when it was put
on hold due to the recession
and lack of funding. In 2012,
the Henry County
Transportation Improvement

|| area

District was formed, and
‘work on the project picked up
again as grant funds were
received.

Etchie explained there

| | were multiple reasons why
/|| the Industrial Drive location

was chosen as the preferred
route, including the fact that,
in addition to being the most
direct connection to the
industrial areas, it also con-
nects to the U.S. Route 6/24
interchange. Also, the con-
struction costs for the
Industrial Drive location -
approximately $15 million -
are lower than the estimated
$19.4 million for the
Enterprise Avenue location,
The increased cost is due to a
wider river crossing at the
Enterprise Avenue location
and more of the surrounding
is a floodplain.
Furthermore, the Industrial
Drive location is estimated to

draw the most traffic away
from the Rte. 108 bridge.

“The feasibility study rec-
ommended the Industrial
Drive corridor as the pre-
ferred,” he said.

Overall, there are numer-
ous reasons the second bridge
is being sought.

“It’s basically to get a
more direct link between the
industrial areas, improve the

gineer's Office, discuss the

access for future develop-
ments, reduce the crashes ...
that are occurring on the sur-

rounding  roadways and
improve the life of the down-
town bridge,” Etchie said.
Also, the second bridge
would increase access to Rte.
24 and reduce traffic, espe-
cially  trucks, traveling
through the city.

Public comments will con-
tinue to be accepted through
Dec. 30 and can be mailed to
Etchie at 1800 Indian Wood
Circle, Maumee, OH 43537
or e-mailed to petchie@man-
niksmithgroup.com.

The tentative project
schedule includes environ-
mental studies by May 2014,
with the final design being
completed by June 2015,
right-of-way acquisition in
October 2015, final plans sub-
mitted to the  Ohio
Department of Transportation
by October 2015 and con-
struction in 2016. However,
the timeline is subject to
change, especially in regards
to funding.

“There is no funding yet
secured for building the
bridge,” Etchie said. “I¢
depends on what type of
funding is found for the Proj-
ect as it moves forward.”

Pat McColley of the Henry
County Engineer’s Office
said they have been talking to
the state infrastructure bank
regarding a loan and have
also applied for TRAC funds
several times.

“A lot of times, they don’t
want to fund a project until
they’re at a more shovel-
ready phase,” he said. “I think
once we approach a shovel-
ready phase, the funding
becomes a lot easier.”

E-mail  comments
Jenl@northwestsignal.net.

to




Patrick McCelley (left) of the Henry County engi-

neer’s office, talks with Rancdy Puckett of Campbell's  River crossing.
Soup Co, in a public forum Mondey at Incustrial

River crossing details

Public hearing held regarding proposed new bridge in Napoleon

By EETHANY RAYLE
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APOLEON —
Representatives with
The Mannik and Smith
Group Inc., Maumee,
and the Henry County engineer’s
office presented residents, business-
men, and city and county ofticials,
with an update on the preferred
alternative for a new Maumee
River crossing in Napoleon during

a public forum Monday.

A formal  presentation
wras given by Fatrick Etchie
of The Mannilk and Smith
Group which induded a
brief history of the project
as well as projected time
line for the praject.

“The purpose (of the
proposed crossing) .. 1S
just basically to get a maore
direct line bebween the
industrial area, improve
the access for future dewel-
opments, reduce the crash
hizstory that's occurring on
the surrounding madways
and improve the life of
the downtown bridge,” he
said. “ Theideais to connect
direcly to L5, 24 and Chio
110to go across the dver

According to Etchie, dis-
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Drive in Napoleon about the propesed Maumes

cussion  about  building
a second river cmossing in
Iapdeon has been ongo-
ing for a litle more than a
decade.

“It started bads in 2002
when the local offidals zot
together to discuss a new
nver crossing,” he said., " At
the time the thought was to
get it built before the new
(Chio 108) bndge down-
towrn wwrent in.”

He zaid twio alternafive
crossings were propozed in
2004 and that a majority of
peaple favored a crossing
at Industrial Drive over a
crossing at Enterprnse Dive.

According to Etchie, the
plans for a crozsing went an
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hold in 2010-11.

“We hit the recession.
There wasn't arny funding
for the project so 1t just kind
of sat there donmant for a
while,” he said.

The project was revived
wher, in 2012, the Henry
County  Transportation
Improvement District
was formed and contract
ed to have the feasibility
shudy updated, which wras
approved this fall.

The estimated cost of
the preferred alternative
at Industnal Drive is $15
million while the estimated
cost of constructing a cross-
ing at Enterprize Drive iz
$19 million.

Etchie said the estimate
iz higher for the Enterprize
Drive alternafive due to
the river being wider at
that location and the flood

plain:  having a larger
impact.
According  to Etchie,

four crossing sites were
logked at irutially inelud-
ing Glenwood Awvenue;
the szite of the abandoned
railroad bridge between
County FEoad 424 and Chio
110; Henry County HKoad
12 {Enterprize Dnwve); and
Industnal Dinvwve.

Under the tentative
schedide, detailed design
on the crossing would be
completed in June 2013
with final plans submitted

to the Chio Department of
Tranzportation by October
d01h, Under that timeline,
constructon  would  get
underway in June 2016,

Etchie noted that the
plans are tentafive as fund-
ing for the badge has not
been secured yet.

Cestions about  the
funding for the bridge were
brought up during a bnef
question-and-answer ses-
sior.

“It really seems that the
project will go forward if
it's tunded but if it's not
it won't, so has there been
any progress toward the
funding?” asked Randy
Fuckett, a representative
of Campbell’s Soup and
Supply Co.

“We've been talking
with the state infrastric
ture bank .. so some of
the (funding) could be from
that,” explained Fatrids
MeColley with the Henry
County engineer’'s office.
“We've also gone to TRAC
(Transportation Keview
Advisory Counal) a couple
of imes.”

He noted that TRAC typi-
cally doesn’t like to award
funds until projects are at a
“shovel-ready phase” due
of the possibility of other
pieces of the project falling
through.

“I think onee we approach
the showvel-ready phase the
funding becomes aloteasier
(to obtain),” said MeColley.
“Especially with a project

of this magni tude.”

Fich Eretz, a represen-
tative of The Mannik and
Smith Group, noted that
there are three majorbridge
crosgings projects that may
be done close together
induding this project and
the replacement of the Chin
1059 bridgein Henry County
and a bridge in Waterville.

“Each one iz kind of hap-
pening right now and all
for different reasons,” said
Eretz. “And Defiance just
announced they e going to
be replacing a rfver oross-
ing there now.”

When asked about wheth-
er anoiseissue forresidents
has been considered, Eretz
said a noize study will be
concu cted.

“Tf (the noize lewels) are
too excessive then that has
to be mitigated,” he said.
“But untl that's done you
don't really know”

Etchie zaid right now the
next step is to look at the
detailed design and gather
more ervironmental doecu-
mentation.

CComments regarding the
HvVer cmssing are encour-
aged and should be sub-
mitted to The Mannik and
Smith Group Ine., attention
Fatriclk Etchie, 1800 Indian
Wood  Circle, Maumee,
Chio 43537; via fax at 419-
291-1595; or emailed to
petchie@m annikandsmith-
group.com.  Comments
should be retumed by Dec.
30.
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